Dress Code.

A major part of the Model Christian Citizen program is teaching students to dress appropriately and adhere to required standards of dress.  In order to maintain a positive Christian and academic atmosphere at PCA, students are expected to be clean, neat, and appropriately dressed.  The PCA dress code is intended to provide students with the minimum standards of dress.  Students are encouraged to always exceed the dress code requirements.  The president reserves the right to assess changing clothing styles and make changes to the dress code during the year as necessary.

One of the key goals of this dress code is promoting modesty.  The Christian and academic environment that characterizes PCA demands modesty in dress.  In all cases, students are expected to strive for modesty in the selection and wearing of all clothing items. 

The requirement for certain types of PCA approved school wear is designed to increase safety and have a positive impact on the environment at our school.  By standardizing certain items of clothing, we make dress code compliance easier and increase the pride our students feel each and every day they attend.   This requirement is not designed to increase PCA revenue by marking-up clothing items and making large profits.  Clothing has been procured at a significant discount and will be sold with the minimum mark-up required to pay for handling and inventory services.  

Any faculty or staff member at PCA may identify dress code violations. When a teacher/staff member identifies a dress code violation the student will report immediately to the office to obtain appropriate clothing or be sent home if required.   Students who fail to meet the minimum standards of dress outlined in this policy will be subject to disciplinary action which will include being dismissed from class until appropriate clothing is obtained, issuance of demerits, and in extreme cases, dismissal from PCA.  Any appeal must be made directly to the president. Should a student be sent home for a dress code violation, it will be considered an unexcused absence.  
This dress code applies to school grounds and all PCA sponsored events unless noted in this document.  For instance, those items listed in the dress code as “not permitted” are not permitted ANYWHERE on the school grounds or at school events.  Any clothing or accessory that contains or depicts offensive communications, distracts others, or disrupts learning will not be permitted.

Clothing that is excessively tight or baggy; clothing that has been ripped, torn, or that has holes; or clothing that reveals an undergarment is not permitted.

Black gothic style clothing, e.g. dressing in all black or wearing clothing, jewelry, or accessories that have characteristics of satanic worship/witchcraft  is not permitted.  Skater style clothing, e.g. wide baggy pants and shirts are not permitted.  

PCA-approved schoolwear as referenced in this code is clothing authorized for wear at PCA that is purchased for the 2005-2006 school year or previously purchased for the 2004-2005 school year from:

· PCA office for the 2005-2006 school year.
· PCA office for the 2004-2005 school year.
· Buckhead Uniforms at 3520 Eastdale Circle, Montgomery, AL, for the 2005-2006 school year.
· Southern School Uniforms at 3736-B Atlanta Highway, Montgomery, AL, for the 2004-2005 school year.
Shirts –

· Children in grades K4-3 may wear shirts, blouses, t-shirts or sweatshirts that do not contain or depict offensive communications or advertisements.  PCA-approved schoolwear ordered and purchased from the PCA office or previously ordered and purchased from the PCA office is highly encouraged but not mandatory.
All students in grades K4-3 will wear PCA-approved purple t-shirts on all field trips.  Students failing to meet the dress code standard will not be allowed to attend field trips.

· Children in grades 4-12 will only be allowed to wear the following shirts. No other shirts or blouses are authorized: 

· Long or short sleeve girls’ and boys’ polo shirts
· ordered and purchased from the PCA office for the 2005-2006 school year. Orders for polo shirts will be taken periodically throughout the year and limited stock will be available on an as need basis.
· previously ordered and purchased from the PCA office for the 2004-2005 school year if they meet fitting requirements below.
· purchased from Buckhead Uniforms at 3520 Eastdale Circle, Montgomery, AL.
· previously purchased for the 2004-2005 school year from Southern School Uniforms at 3736-B Atlanta Highway, Montgomery, AL, if they meet fitting requirements below.
· PCA approved t-shirts 
· ordered and purchased from the PCA office for the 2005-2006 school year.  PCA approved t-shirts will be available at the PCA office throughout the year.
· previously ordered and purchased from the PCA office for the 2004-2005 school year if they meet fitting requirements below.
Note:  PCA-approved class, club, and sport t-shirts will be available for purchase from the PCA office throughout the school year after they are approved for production by the PCA president.  Once approved, these t-shirts, only if purchased in the PCA office, are acceptable for wear by students.  

· The following additional rules apply to boys in grades 4-12.
· Sleeves of any short sleeve shirt or t-shirt will not be rolled up.  
· ALL shirts will be tucked in at all times. 
· When wearing a PCA sweatshirt, PCA sweater, or PCA fleece, shirts worn under the garment will be tucked in at all times.  
· The following additional rules apply to girls in grades 4-12.
· PCA polo shirts and t-shirts will not be tailored to make them too short or too tight as per the following rules. 
· PCA polo shirts and t-shirts will be ordered/worn long enough so that the midriff is not exposed when raising arms in the air or bending down to touch toes--tops, blouses and shirts that allow the midriff to show at any time, including sitting, are not permitted.  
· PCA polo shirts and t-shirts will be ordered/worn large enough to avoid an excessively tight fit.  
Outerwear –

Heavy coats may be worn to school and stored for the remainder of the day.  They will not be worn in the school building at anytime by students in any grade.  
For students in grades 4-12, PCA-approved fleeces, PCA-approved sweaters or PCA-approved sweatshirts ordered and purchased from the PCA office for the 2005-2006 school year, previously ordered and purchased from the PCA office for the 2004-2005 school year, purchased from Buckhead Uniforms at 3520 Eastdale Circle, Montgomery, AL, or previously purchased for the 2004-2005 school year from Southern School Uniforms at 3736-B Atlanta Highway, Montgomery, AL,  will be the ONLY cold-weather outer garments that may be worn in the building.  

Pants – Pants will not be excessively tight as determined by administration.  Extreme “sagging/baggy” style pants and low-riding hip hugger pants are not permitted.  Pants with frays of any kind are not permitted. Athletic pants are not permitted for students in grades 4-12, except in P.E. classes.  
All students in grades 4-12 will wear khaki pants, shorts or skirts on all field trips.  Students failing to meet the dress code standard will not be allowed to attend field trips.

Skirts – Skirts may be worn by females only and must be worn long enough to touch the back of the leg (calf) when the student is on her knees.  Garments that are offensive when sitting at a desk or on the floor are not permitted.  Because P.E. clothing is not mandatory for girls in grades K4-3, girls in these grades must wear shorts under dresses during P.E.  It is recommended that girls wear shorts under dresses at all times for modesty.

Shorts – Athletic shorts are not permitted for students, regardless of age, except in P.E. classes.  Shorts must be worn long enough to touch the back of the leg (calf) when the student is on his or her knees.  Shorts that are offensive when sitting at a desk or on the floor are not permitted.  Cut-off and biker shorts are not permitted.  

Belts – Belts are to be worn by all students grades 4-12 with any garment designed for wearing a belt – that is a garment that has visible belt loops. Belts will be worn by boys under the PCA fleece, PCA sweater or PCA sweatshirt, at all times 
Hair – Bizarre hairstyles or hair colors are not permitted.  Hair length, color, and style must be maintained in a manner that does not distract others or disrupt learning.  Boys’ hair that extends past the bottom part of their collars in the back and/or extends past the eyebrows in the front or below the earlobes is not permitted.  Girls’ hair must be kept out of the face and away from the eyes. 

Facial Hair – Boys’ facial hair must be well maintained and must not be distractive or disrupt learning. Facial hair of any kind is not permitted for anyone participating in AISA sponsored competitions or athletics.

Shoes – Shoes must be worn at all times.  Flip flops or beach shoes of any type are not permitted.  

Students must bring appropriate shoes for physical education.

Jewelry – Jewelry and accessories that may distract others and disrupt learning is not permitted.  Males are not permitted to wear earrings.  Body piercing jewelry and accessories of any type except earrings for females is not permitted for both males and females.

Tattoos – No visible tattoos are permitted at anytime.

Other – Sunglasses (unless required for a documented medical condition) are not to be worn at any time in the building or during P.E.

Hats, visors, beanies, and other headgear are not authorized in the school building at any time.  They are not authorized in the Panther Dome during the school day.  

Professional Development Days – All students in grades 7-12 will wear clothing considered “professional.”  Young men will wear a dress shirt and tie with khakis or dress slacks.  Sport coats or suit coats are highly encouraged.  Young ladies will wear a dress, dress skirt and blouse, or pant suit.  Athletic shoes are not permitted.  

Female Special Event Dress – Clothing will not be sheer or see-through. Halter dresses/blouses and dresses/blouses with no straps or spaghetti straps are not authorized.  Clothing may not be excessively tight, may not be low cut in the front or back and may not show any cleavage and/or expose any portion of undergarments.

Female dates of PCA students will comply with this dress requirement in order to attend a PCA special event.  

All female special event clothing will be reviewed by the designated faculty committee not later than two weeks prior to the applicable event.  Students who fail to have their clothing reviewed, or meet the standards outlined in the dress code, will not be allowed to participate in the event.  The president has granted the faculty committee the final decision concerning female wear for special events.  The faculty committee will abide by all requirements set for in this code.  
Physical Education – All students in grades 4-12 will wear appropriate P.E. wear, as determined by the PE. teacher, while participating in P.E. classes.  Shorts must be worn long enough to touch the back of the leg (calf) when the student is on his or her knees.  Students who have P.E. first period may come to school dressed in P.E. wear.  All students must change back to approved schoolwear immediately following P.E. classes.
Athletics – Students participating in secondary (grades 7-12) PCA basketball and volleyball  (boys) will wear shirt and tie with dress pants or (girls) blouses, pants or skirts (girls) to and from all games (home and away) excluding practice sessions. Students will wear only PCA approved uniforms while they participate in all athletic events.  Uniforms worn during athletic events must be no more than three inches above the top of the knee.  Athletic clothing worn during practices must be no more than three inches above the top of the knee. Parents who view these standards as immodest have the option to provide their child with practice gear and game uniforms that exceed the school minimum standard.  
Casual Days – Casual days for the student body or any specific group of students, i.e. athletic teams, will only be authorized by the president.  When requested by the SGA president, the last Friday of each month may be designated by the president as casual Friday.  On designated casual Fridays, students are authorized to wear athletic pants and t-shirts that adhere to standards listed above to school.  Other clothing and clothing styles previously identified in this dress code as “not permitted” will not be worn on casual Friday. Students who have received any demerits for dress code violations during that month will not be eligible to participate in casual Friday.  

