ATHLETICS

Prattville Christian Academy’s sports and physical education programs are supervised by the athletic director.  This director has been given authority by the president to direct and make decisions concerning athletic programs at PCA.

PCA is a member of the Alabama Independent School Association (AISA) and abides by its rules and regulations.  Eligibility rules are complicated and the school’s Athletic Director should be contacted directly so that the particulars of individual cases may be discussed and explained in detail.

Physical Education

Each student in grades K4 – 8 will receive physical education daily.  Students in grade 9 will receive physical education during the first semester.  Students in grades 9-12 may take one semester of physical education as an elective with the P.E. teacher’s approval.  
Athletic Booster Club
The PCA Athletic Booster Club works to improve and support athletic programs through funding and organizing special events and organizing and funding special projects as needed or requested.  The booster club is run in accordance with established by laws and is comprised of volunteers who give their time, services, and talents.

The booster club meets to organize and plan events throughout the year.  The booster club is run by a Board that consists of officers and various committee chairpersons.  Initial volunteer sign-up is done at the initial meeting conducted at the beginning of the year and contacts are made as needed during the year.  The booster club has been instrumental in providing needed funds and equipment to athletic programs and providing funding for projects not covered by athletic revenue.

The booster club’s success in contributing to our school is dependent upon the wonderful volunteers who sign up each year.  For additional information, please contact our Booster Club President, Mr. Tom Carr, through the school office.

Athletic Eligibility

In order to be eligible to participate in PCA athletics, students must pass all classes on each nine-week report card.  Students who fail a course in a nine-week period are ineligible to compete in athletics for a minimum of two-weeks and remain ineligible until a passing grade is obtained.  Students failing any grade in one semester are ineligible for any athletic participation in the next semester.  
For example, if a student fails a course the second semester, they become ineligible for athletic participation in the first semester of the next year.

Sportsmanship

As ambassadors of PCA, it is the responsibility of every student, parent and fan to act in a Christian manner at all events both on and off campus.  When fans at sporting events allow their emotions to become out of control, it often leads to comments and inappropriate actions made to officials, players, coaches and fans that do not reflect well on PCA.  The administration reserves the right to warn any fan and then, if necessary, ask any fan to leave the premises of an athletic event should their behavior fall outside the bounds of reasonable expectation.  

PCA and the AISA will not tolerate and/or condone demonstrations of poor professionalism or sportsmanship, especially displays which lead to altercations and/or forfeiture.  PCA, the AISA Athletic Committee, and the AISA State Board will take a very firm and rigid stand in matters of this concern and will levy sanctions on those involved.

Any fan guilty of unsportsmanlike involvement with the players, coaches, officials, and/or other fans before, during, or after any AISA interscholastic event may be fined $500 and the school(s) represented by the involved may be placed on a minimum of one (1) year probation.

The AISA disallows the use of the following artificial noise makers during an interscholastic athletic event:  containers with rocks and/or other materials, cow bells, etc.; and others on a need basis.

No derogatory statements, signs, posters, or other displays referring to the opponent are allowed at an AISA event.

Alcoholic beverages, drugs, etc., or people under the influence are not allowed at an AISA event.

Alabama’s Sports Officials Bill

Alabama has become the 16th state to toughen the punishment on angry sports fans that attack game officials, coaches, and administrators.

The Alabama House voted, 75-1, in December to give final approval to Senate Bill 16, sponsored by Senator Rodger Smitherman (D-Birmingham).  The bill, which had passed the Senate earlier by a 31-0 margin, was signed by Gov. Don Siegelman, on December 28, 2001, and becomes law on March 31, 2002.
It creates new crimes of harassing, menacing, and assaulting sports officials, coaches and administrators.  
The punishments are harsher than normal for convictions for harassment, menacing and assault. For example, a second-degree assault can carry a sentence of up to 10 years in prison, but under the new law, a second-degree assault of a sports official, coach, and administrator could result in sentences of up to 20 years.

The legislation applies to all levels of athletics from church softball to professional sports.

