Academics
Prattville Christian Academy conducts a college preparatory academic program.  The program is tailored to help ensure the success of students in post high school academic programs.  From the beginning of a student’s academic experience at PCA, faculty and staff members will be focused on providing them with the best possible academic programs that combine with spiritual and athletic programs to facilitate future success.  
Grading Scale and Conduct

Kindergarten K4-K5




Grades 1-12

E     =   Excellent




A     =   91-100
VS   =   Very Satisfactory



B     =   82-90

S     =   Satisfactory




C     =   73-81

N     =   Needs Improvement  


D     =   64-72








F     =   0-63

All regular classes carry a 4.0 weight for GPA (Grade Point Average).  All classes designated as AP (Advanced Placement) and Dual Enrollment classes will carry a 5.0 weight to be calculated for GPA.

Calculations for Grade Point Averages for Honors, Valedictorian, and Salutatorian
Valedictorian and Salutatorian will be selected from the 12th grade class.  The Valedictorian award will be awarded to the student with the highest GPA.  The Salutatorian award will be given to the student with the second highest GPA.  Requirements for these awards are:

1.   Students must have attended at least 4 consecutive semesters in       

                  grades 9-12 prior to graduation at PCA.

2. Students must be enrolled in the Advanced Diploma Program
3. Transfer students from non traditional schools, such as home school, enrolling in grades 9, 10, 11, or12 are not eligible for these awards.

4. All semester grades earned in grades 9-12 will be considered.

5. Grade point averages will be based on a 1-100 scale and carried out four decimal places to determine top GPA.
Honor Roll

Honor roll will be posted for the first three grading periods.  Names of students who make all A’s will be placed on the first honor roll, and students who make no grade lower than a B will be placed on the second honor roll.  Any student in grades K-6 that makes a conduct/work habit of either N or U may not be placed on either honor roll.  Any student in 7-12 who receives a demerit during the grading period may not be placed on either honor roll.

Promotions

Students will not be promoted to the next grade level if they:

Grades 1-6






a. Fail reading and mathematics
b. Fail reading and two other subjects

c. Fail mathematics and two other subjects

Grades 7-12

a. Fail English and mathematics

b. Fail English and two other subjects

c. Fail mathematics and two other subjects

Students may be retained in the event that the parent and teacher determine that it would be in the best interest of the student.  Generally, a student will be retained only once in the primary grades (K-2nd) and once in the upper elementary (3rd-6th).
Students in grades 1-6 receiving a “D” or below in any subject may be required to seek summer tutoring in order to continue on grade level the following school year.  Parents are encouraged to seek summer tutoring in any subject where a “D” is received regardless of PCA recommendation.
Students in grades 7-12 will be required to attend summer school in a program approved by PCA to receive credit for the class in which they received a semester grade of failing due to poor grades or poor attendance.  Summer school and/or summer tutoring will be strongly encouraged for students that receive a “D” in any subject.

Students who fail a grade at PCA will normally not be allowed to return to PCA to retake that grade.  Final determination will be made by the president with recommendation from the appropriate counselor and academic chair.  

Summer School/Remediation Credits
PCA accepts remediation credits from on site Southern Association of College (SACS) and Alabama Independent School Association (AISA) approved schools.  SACS approved on-line courses may also be included i.e., The University of Miami On Line High School.  Courses may be only be taken if the course was attempted at PCA and failed.  Effective 2005-2006, summer school grades will no longer be included in the student’s GPA.  Summer school courses will show as credit only.  To be re-enrolled at PCA, the student must bring summer school grades prior to the first day of the academic year.
In some instances, summer school, night school, or on-line courses may be indicated to keep a transfer student at grade level due to the inability of PCA schedules to meet the student’s needs.  If a student requires such coursework, it has to be with written permission from the president of the school and coordinated with the Counseling Center.  Grades received will be included in the student’s GPA. To be re-enrolled at PCA, the student must bring summer school grades prior to the first day of the academic year.

Tutoring

Students may require out of school tutoring.  It is the responsibility of parents to seek appropriate tutoring and arrange payment for services.  There are several community and on-line tutorial resources.  Parents may obtain a list of tutoring resources from the Counseling Center.
Standardized Testing
A standardized achievement test will be administered on an annual basis for selected grades.  This test is basically an achievement test to measure the student’s scholastic progress.  School ability tests are also administered to selected grades each spring.  Group test data, such as that derived from the test, may at times be supplemented by special individual test data when the president, academic chair, and teacher feel that such additional information might be helpful.  Parents will be provided a copy of their student’s test results at the end of the school year.

High School students will participate in the ACT EPAS testing.  The ACT Explore will be administered to the 9th graders during the fall of the school year.  Tenth graders will be administered the ACT PLAN in the fall of the school year.  Eleventh and 12th graders are required to take the ACT at least once prior to graduation.

The PSAT (qualifying test for National Merit Scholarships) will be administered as dictated by College Board Guidelines.
Each student taking an advanced placement (AP) course will be required to take an AP exam in the spring of the academic year.  Tests will be administered as dictated by College Board Guidelines.

The high school code for PCA is 012-219.  This code is required on several applications that juniors and seniors complete for ACT and SAT testing and other forms that pertain to college enrollment.
Dual Enrollment 
Dual enrollment is possible only from Faulkner University with prior written permission from the president.  PCA will allow eligible students to replace their 7th period elective period with approved courses.  PCA will not allow students to take English, math, science, or foreign language dual enrollment courses unless all four high school credits in English, math, and science have been successfully completed or the fourth PCA credit for these subjects is in the process of being completed.  Foreign language dual enrollment courses will only be taken if students have successfully completed or are in the process of completing their second PCA foreign language credit.
The only approved dual enrollment program is operated by Faulkner University.  Admission to the program is determined solely by Faulkner’s admission guidelines of 3.0 or higher, ACT composite of 22 or higher, and recommendation from your high school counselor or president.

Students may check out from school to attend classes only after completion of PCA chapel.  Parents accept full responsibility for students once they depart the PCA campus en route to Faulkner University.  Students must present all grades received from Faulkner University to the Counseling Center upon completion of the course.
AP Courses

PCA will offer two advanced placement (AP) courses during 2005-2006 school year.  AP English and AP Pre-Calculus will be available only to 12th grade students.  Each of these courses carries an honors point in the GPA calculation.

AP English:   In 2005-2006, any student in 12th grade may request to take AP English.  Enrollment is subject to the approval of the English Department.  Those students enrolled in this course must take the AP Exam at the end of the year.  There is a fee of $90.00 assigned by The College Board for the examination. This fee must be paid at the beginning of the school year so that testing material may be ordered.

AP Pre-Calculus:  In 2005-2006, this course is offered to those 12th grade students that  have completed Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, and Advanced Mathematics. Enrollment is subject to the approval of the Math Department.  Students enrolled in this course must take the AP Exam at the end of the year.  There is a fee of $90.00 assigned by The College Board for the examination. This fee must be paid at the beginning of the school year so that testing material may be ordered.

Transcripts

Students and parents are advised to refer to the Confidentially of Records/Information section of this handbook.
Transcripts of students will be released by the Counseling Center to educational institutions upon the receipt of a written request.  No completed student’s transcript will be released unless and until the student’s account at PCA is cleared.  The first two transcripts are free of charge.  Thereafter, there is a $2.00 processing fee for each additional transcript requested.
Transfer Students

Students requesting transfer from another school to PCA in grades 9-11 must be fully aware of AISA and PCA graduation requirements.  Students requesting transfer from another school will have their transcripts reviewed by the secondary school academic chair and the Counseling Center as part of the admissions process to ensure that the student will be able to graduate according to AISA and PCA guidelines.

Students requesting transfer from another school that is not AISA to grade 12 must meet the following criteria to be a candidate for graduation:

1. Obtain a letter from the previous school, signed by the principal, stating that the previous school approves the transfer and that the student is currently a candidate for graduation.  Transcripts and pertinent records should accompany the letter.

2. Ensure that the transcript reflects successful completion of required and elective courses and the earning of required credits for grades 9-11.

3. Guarantee viable candidacy for graduation from the transfer school. This includes the Alabama High School Graduation if coming from an Alabama public school.  
Homework

Homework is a valuable aid in helping students make the most of their school experience.  Homework strengthens academics skills, reinforces concepts students learn in class, helps students learn responsibility and develops positive study habits.  Homework also allows parents to stay aware of the progress that students are making.
Homework is an independent activity to be accomplished outside of the school day.  Some homework may require parental assistance.  Unfinished classwork or make up work due to an absence must be completed but is not considered homework.  

Teachers shall assign homework based on the cognitive and developmental abilities of the appropriate grade level.  The following chart suggests average amounts of homework students should be given.  These schedules should not be considered strict minimums or maximums, since individual assignments may vary.

Grades K-2 
10-20 minutes of homework each school night

Grades 3-6
30-60 minutes of homework each school night

Grades 7-12 
homework that varies based on the requirements of the subject

Most students in grades 7-12 will be assigned research papers and oral reports that have specific deadlines.  Most will require some assistance in organizing assignments and planning work times to make sure that homework is completed on time.  Parents are encouraged to use the PCA web based system to follow individual subject activities.  Further assignment and homework guidelines may be given to parents by individual teachers.
Graduation Requirements

Students attending PCA from 9-12 grades must earn the appropriate credits for the diploma track selected:  Standard Diploma, Advanced Diploma, or Advanced Honors Diploma.  When counting units of credit for graduation, each semester of work counts independently.  For example, if a student passes Spanish I first semester, and fails second semester, the student receives .5 credit for the first semester only.  Regardless of the diploma track taken, the student must take the ACT prior to graduation.  
Beginning with the Class of 2007, any senior who scores a 19 or below on the ACT must re-take it at least once.
Requirements for a Standard Diploma

(in accordance with AISA guidelines)

4 units Bible – one .5 credit for each semester enrolled at PCA.
4 units English

4 units Social Studies


1   World History and Geography (since 1500)


1   US History I (to 1900)


1   US History II (since 1900)


.5  American Government

            .5   Economics

4 units Mathematics


1   Algebra I *


1    Algebra II


1   Algebra IA**


1   Consumer Math


1   Algebra IB**


1   Advanced Math


1   Geometry

   (*Algebra I taken in the 8th grade is a credit; however, students must 

      complete 4 units in grades 9-12.   **Those students graduating in 2009 and

       beyond, Algebra IA and Algebra IB will satisfy the Algebra I requirement

       and count as 2 units.  Algebra I and Geometry are minimum requirements

       for graduation.)

4  units of Science

1   Biology

1   Chemistry

1   Physics

1   Anatomy and Physiology

1   Physical Science
   (Physical Science is not offered during the 2005-2006 school year.)

1   unit Physical Education

.5  unit Health

.5  unit Fine Arts

.5  unit Computer Applications

5.5 units Electives

28 Total required credits for graduation (Requirement number may be less if student was not enrolled 9-12 at PCA.  Student only receives .5 credit for each semester enrolled.)

Requirements for an Advanced Diploma

(in accordance with AISA guidelines)

4 units Bible- one .5 credit for each semester enrolled at PCA.
4 units English- Class 2009 and beyond students must take AP English. 

4 units Social Studies


1   World History and Geography (since 1500)


1   US History I (to 1900)


1   US History II (since 1900)


.5  American Government

            .5   Economics
4 units Mathematics


1   Algebra I *


1    Algebra II


1   Geometry


1    AP Pre-Cal

1   Advanced Math

  
      (*Algebra I taken in the 8th grade is a credit; however, students must 

      complete 4 units in grades 9-12.)
4 units of Science

1   Biology

1   Chemistry

1   Physics

1   Anatomy and Physiology

1   Physical Science
   (Physical Science is not offered during the 2005-2006 school year.)

1   unit Physical Education

2   units Foreign Language

.5  unit Health

.5  unit Fine Arts

.5  unit Computer Applications

3.5 units Electives

28 Total required credits for graduation (Requirement number may be less if student was not enrolled 9-12 at PCA.  Student only receives .5 credit for each semester enrolled.)

Requirements for an Advanced Honors Diploma 
(in accordance with AISA guidelines)

4 units Bible- one .5 credit for each semester enrolled at PCA.
4 units English- Class 2009 and beyond students must take AP English. 

4 units Social Studies


1   World History and Geography (since 1500)


1   US History I (to 1900)


1   US History II (since 1900)


.5  American Government

            .5   Economics

4 units Mathematics


1   Algebra I *


1    Algebra II


1   Geometry


1    AP Pre-Cal

1   Advanced Math

  
      (*Algebra I taken in the 8th grade is a credit; however, students must 

      complete 4 units in grades 9-12.)
4 units of Science

1   Biology

1   Chemistry

1   Physics

1   Anatomy and Physiology

1   Physical Science
   (Physical Science is not offered during the 2005-2006 school year.)

1   unit Physical Education

2   units Foreign Language

.5  unit Health

.5  unit Fine Arts

.5  unit Computer Applications

3.5 units Electives

.5  unit Service

.5  unit Research and Writing

29 Total required credits for graduation (Requirement number may be less if student was not enrolled 9-12 at PCA.  Student only receives .5 credit for each semester enrolled.)
Counseling Center Services
The Counseling Center is prepared to assist students of all grade levels with personal, social, educational, career and vocational choices, and post high school graduation plans.  Individual or group goal-oriented counseling methods will be utilized.  Often, concerns may be beyond the scope of an educational setting.  In such cases, a referral to the appropriate community social service agency, social worker, licensed counselor, psychologist, or physician will be made.  All referrals, except those of suspected abuse, will require the written consent of the custodial parent(s).
            The Counseling Center maintains updated information regarding college/university programs.  Students are encouraged to browse the catalogs that are located in the Counseling Center.  If the student desires to obtain a specific catalog, they must notify the Counseling Office in writing.  Junior and Senior classes receive a College and Scholarship Handbook at the beginning of each school year.  These students must use this handbook as a resource guide.  If students have additional questions, they must see the appropriate Counseling Center staff member..

Work Permits

All employers in Alabama must keep on file a work permit for each employee under 18 years of age.  Applications for the work permits are located in the front office and the Counseling Center office.  Once applications are completed, the student must take the application, social security card, and birth certificate to the Autauga County Board of Education. 
Selective Service System Registration

All male US citizens who are 18-25 years of age are required to register with the Selective Service.  Young men may register at a post office or on-line at the Selective Services System web site, www.sss.gov.
Awards Ceremonies

In the spring, PCA will hold two separate awards ceremonies.  One award ceremony will be for K-6 and the other for grades 7-12.  The awards ceremony will recognize students in academics, citizenship, attendance, subject area achievement, and scholarship achievements. 

