Goal #3

Thinking and Reasoning Skills

Goal statement:
Students will improve cognitive learning by applying higher order




thinking skills.

Current Status:
During the 2005-2006 school year:

-55% of teachers use the top higher order thinking skills in their 

classrooms.




-Mean of 21 for ACT (79% of seniors)




-10% of seniors enrolled in dual enrollment classes

-22% of teachers utilize 6+1 writing curriculum

-10% enrolled in AP courses




During the 2004-2005 school year:




-60th percentile (2nd grade- SAT)




-71st percentile (5th grade- SAT)




-73rd percentile (7th grade- SAT)




-50% of graduating seniors earned an advanced diploma




Benchmarks:

-Increase to 15% of students enrolled in AP classes. 

-Increase to 15% of students in dual-enrollment classes over a 5 year period.  

-Cross curricular implementation of 6+1 writing curriculum will

increase to 50%. 

 


-Increase overall SAT scores (grades 1-8) by 10% over a 5 year 

period.  

-Through re-administering teacher surveys there will be an 

increase in perception of the use of higher order thinking skills.  

-Maintain 50% of advanced diplomas earned.

	Activity
	Responsibility
	Resources
	Timeline

	Form a committee for review and revision of curriculum.
	Administration


	-Criteria from other schools

-All teachers

-Resources from textbook publishers

-ALDSE schedule

-Alabama State Courses of Study
	Yearly 


	Educate teachers to use and maintain graphic organizers.
	All teachers
	Teachers

Professional literature

Professors from local colleges
	Yearly



	Develop and maintain teams based on grade level for 6+1 writing curriculum.
	-All teachers

-Administration


	-Ursula White

-6+1 curriculum

-“Experts” of curriculum

-Professional literature
	Monthly 

	Use higher order thinking vocabulary in lesson plans.
	-All teachers

-Administration
	Bloom’s Taxonomy 
	Daily 

	Make resources available to students of dual enrollment classes.
	-9-12th grade teachers

-Counselor
	-Local colleges

-Examples of other schools using dual-enrollment


	Twice a year

	Teacher inservices on using higher order thinking skills in classrooms.
	-Administration

-All teachers
	-Professional literature

-Professors from local colleges

-Teachers already utilizing skills
	Twice a year

	Assess and determine the appropriateness of using block scheduling.
	-Administration

-7-12 grade teachers


	-Data from other schools

-Professional literature

-School stakeholders
	Yearly


Evaluation

-Within a month of each inservice, teachers will evaluate the relevancy of inservices to their curriculum.  Each quarterly evaluation will include assessments pertaining to the previous inservices.  Evaluations and reviews will be maintained in each teacher’s file.

-Each year the committee will meet to review curriculum and its effectiveness. The committee will modify if as needed.

-Each year the guidance counselor will compute the percentage of students involved in dual enrollment courses. If the percentage has not increased, the counselor will work with individual teachers to provide more opportunities for involvement.

-Each year a committee of administration, teachers, parents and students will assess and review the use of block scheduling through performance data of other schools.  After reviewing data the committee will determine whether to implement the block schedule.

-Each quarter teachers will provide examples to the department chair of the graphic organizers used in their classrooms.  These examples will be placed in each teacher’s file.

-Teams will be formed and maintained to utilize the 6+1 writing curriculum.  Each teacher will document its use in his or her lesson plans.  These lesson plans will be turned in to the department chair monthly and kept on file.  In addition every teacher will provide examples of the curriculum to the department chair each quarter.

-Each teacher will use higher order thinking vocabulary in his or her daily lesson plans.  These lesson plans will be turned in to the department chair monthly and kept on file.

Financial Considerations

For subscription of educational journals and professional literature:

Money from yearly budget

Donations by private citizens

For inservices done by professors/other professionals:

Money from yearly budget

