Third Grade Course of Study

Reading and Language Arts Curriculum

Text: Macmillian-McGraw Hill Reading: Treasures Series

Introduction: To help students develop a deep understanding in reading comprehension strategies and skills, spelling/vocabulary, and grammar by providing students with whole group and small group instruction and activities.  This curriculum integrates content areas into the Reading instruction as well. This will be taught for at least 90 minutes each day Monday through Friday for the entire school year.  

SAT Objectives:

Reading Comprehension
a. Determine explicit causes and effects for events
b. Determine explicit supporting details

c. Determine explicit action or sequence

d. Determine problems and solutions in text

e. Extract implicit theme or main idea

f. Interpret character traits, motivation, or behavior

g. Make predictions based on text

h. Provide support for conclusions

i. Identify characteristics of genre
j. Determine author’s intended audience

k. Determine unknown words from context

l. Apply text structure to reading task

m. Select an appropriate reading strategy in a given situation

n. Set a purpose for reading

o. Determine explicit sequence or action

p. Determine explicit causes or effects for events

q. Determine explicit supporting details

r. Distinguish important from less important ideas

s. Draw conclusions from details

t. Extract implicit theme or main idea

u. Form hypotheses from ideas in the text

v. Interpret figurative language

w. Analyze author’s purpose, assumptions, or viewpoint

x. Analyze text structure to reading task

y. Determine likely source of text

z. Select an appropriate reading strategy in a given situation

aa. Set a purpose for reading

ab. Determine explicit supporting details

ac. Apply ideas from text to new situations

ad. Determine problems and solutions in text

ae. Draw conclusions from details

af.  Extract implicit theme or main idea
ag. Form a hypotheses from ideas in the text

ah. Make prediction based on the text

ai. Analyze author’s purpose, assumptions, or viewpoint

aj. Analyze text structure

ak. Interpret figurative language

al. Use graphics to support or verify information from text

Writing:

a. Determine topic relevance 

b. Organize information

c. Alphabetize correctly

d. Identify the correct use of general reference materials

e. Interpret dictionary entries

f. Use parts of a book to locate information

g. Combine sentences correctly

h. Distinguish between clearly written sentences and sentences that contain errors in expression or construction

i. Identify correctly effectively written sentences

j. Determine an appropriate supporting sentence

k. Determine extraneous information

l. Discern purpose for writing

m. Identify topic sentence

n. Distinguish correct capitalization

o. Distinguish correct punctuation

p. Identify correctly applied grammar

Spelling:

a. Recognize the correct spelling of sight words

b. Apply phonetic principles to recognize incorrect spelling of phonemes within words

c. Identify misspelled words in which the incorrect spelling reflects errors in applying structural principles

d. Recognize correctly spelled words

Language:

a. Distinguish correct capitalization

b. Identify correctly applied grammar

c. Distinguish correct punctuation

d. Distinguish between clearly written sentences and sentences that contain errors in expression or construction

e. Identify correctly and effectively written sentences

f. Determine correct order of sentences

g. Determine topic relevance 

h. Organize information

i. Combine sentences correctly

j. Determine an appropriate supporting sentence

k. Determine appropriate topic sentence

l. Determine extraneous information

m. Determine purpose for writing

Course Syllabus: 
First Semester-

Unit 1: Our World
Reading Comprehension

· Character, setting, plot
· Main Idea and Details

· Problem and Solution

Vocabulary Strategies
· Word Parts: Compound Words
· Context Clues: Sentence Clues

· Dictionary: Unfamiliar Words

· Homographs

· Multiple Meaning Words

Text Features/Study Skills/Literary Elements
· Bar Graphs
· Time Lines

· Using a Dictionary

· Diagrams

· Rhythmic Patterns

· Imagery

Grammar

· Sentences
Writing

· Personal Narrative
Unit 2: Investigations
Reading Comprehension

· Summarize
· Fantasy and Reality

· Fact and Opinion

· Author’s Purpose

Vocabulary Strategies

· Antonyms
· Dictionary: Multiple Meaning Words

· Word Parts; Plural Endings

· Context Clues: Definitions

· Word Clues

Text Features/Study Skills/Literary Elements

· Photos with Captions
· Italics

· Headings

· Pronunciations

· Bold and Colored Type

· Internet Article

· Alliteration and Repetition

· Parts of a Book

Grammar

· Nouns
Writing

· Persuasive Writing
Unit 3: Discoveries
Reading Comprehension

· Make Inferences
· Plot and Setting

· Cause and Effect

· Sequence

Vocabulary Strategies

· Snyonyms
· Dictionary: Unfamiliar Words

· Homophones

· Multiple Meaning Words

· Context Clues: Sentence Clues

Text Features/Study Skills/Literary Elements

· Charts
· Directions

· Interviews

· Using the Library

· Consonance and Metaphor

Grammar

· Verbs
Writing

· Story
Second Semester
Unit 4: Determination

Reading Comprehension

· Compare and Contrast

· Draw Conclusions

· Author’s Purpose

· Make and Confirm Predictions

Vocabulary Strategies

· Dictionary: Idioms

· Multiple-Meaning Words

· Context Clues: Examples

· Word Parts: Contractions

· Endings –er, -est

Text Features/Study Skills/Literary Elements

· Diagrams

· Rules

· Search Engines

· Rhyme Scheme

· Repetition

· Encyclopedia Article

Grammar

· Verbs

Writing

· Explanatory Writing

Unit 5: Challenges
Reading Comprehension

· Sequence
· Cause and Effect

· Fact and Opinion

· Make and Confirm Predictions

· Description

Vocabulary Strategies

· Word Parts: Compound Words
· Word Families

· Possessives

· Context Clues: Figurative Language

· Analogies

Text Features/Study Skills/Literary Elements

· Calendar
· Editorial

· Skim and Scan

· Map 

· Simile and Rhythmic Pattern

Grammar

· Pronouns
Writing

· Descriptive Writing
Unit 6: Achievements
Reading Comprehension

· Theme
· Make Judgments

· Problem and Solution

· Author’s Purpose

· Draw Conclusions

Vocabulary Strategies

· Context Clues: Paragraph Clues
· Word Parts: Prefixes

· Greek Roots

· Suffixes

· Dictionary: Multiple Meaning Words

Text Features/Study Skills/Literary Elements

· Textbook Features
· Directions

· Functional Documents

· Personification

· Moral

· Assonance

Grammar

· Adjectives and Adverbs
Writing

· Expository Writing

Methods: This course incorporates a variety of guided and whole group instruction including cooperative learning games, read alouds, shared reading and writing, journals, and trade books. The students also will be doing book reports and projects.   The students will be involved in Literacy Stations involving activities in all subject areas.  
Materials:  This course uses a variety of materials included with the Treasures Curriculum such as chapter books, trade books, activity sheets, listening CDs, and the Reading textbook.
