Pre-Kindergarten Course of Study

Environment 
Introduction: This course will be taught throughout the year within each theme or unit of study.  Field trips will also be taken when appropriate to further enhance student learning. Students will be introduced to scientific concepts which will include life science, physical science, and earth science.
SAT Objectives:


4. Environment-
I. History

a. Identify a famous American

b. Identify a national holiday

c. Understand family life

d. Identify a patriotic symbol

II. Geography

a. Identify a material for recycling

b. Analyze modes of transportation

c. Determine distance

III. Political Science

a. Evaluate the need to obey rules and laws

b. Recognize people who enforce rules

c. Recognize ways to follow rules 

IV. Economics

a. Interpret a graph

V. Life

a. Understand that the senses provide external cues to the environment
b. Identify organisms that are similar in structure

c. Identify basic structures and their functions in organisms

d. Predict animal behavior based on an understanding of structure function

e. Identify habits required to maintain health

f. Recognize that some animals depend on plants for food and other animals

g. Understand basic safety rules

VI. Earth 

a. Understand that Earth provides the resources people need

b. Identify sources of energy for Earth

c. Predict environmental conditions based on an understanding of structures and functions

d. Understand the effects of the sun’s position on shadows

e. Understand locations of objects in the sky

f. Recognize seasonal changes

g. Understand the effects of climates on habitats

VII. Physical

a. Predict changes due to pushing or pulling

b. Determine a basic property of matter

c. Differentiate between natural and artificial objects

d. Recognize the effects of light on objects

e. Identify examples of different states of matter
VIII. Science Process Skills

a. Use basic measurement instruments

b. Interpret simple graphs of data

c. Use observations to determine motion of objects
Course Syllabus:

Fall:
· Air

· Bubbles

· Trees/Leaves

· Rocks

· Apples

· Pumpkins/Acorns

· Corn

· Weather

· Nutrition

· Colors

· Same & Different

· Fall Animals/Insects & their habitats

Winter:

· Ice/Frost

· Freezing/Melting

· The Five Senses

· Reindeer

· Shadows

· Dental Health

· My Body (Heart, Lungs, Muscles)

· Fingerprints

· Dinosaurs

· Winter Animals and their habitats

Second Semester:

Anytime:
· Magnets

· Water/Sink or Float

· Stars & Planets

· Gravity/Motion

· Farm Animals

Spring:

· Weather

· Butterflies

· Living & Nonliving

· Plants & Seeds

· Frogs & Turtles

· Insects

· Seashells

· Exotic Animals and their Habitats

Methods:


The curriculum is designed to nurture children’s curiosity about science.  Students will participate in daily discussion and look closely at everyday activities and experiences which will introduce them to a variety of scientific concepts.  Students will also be investigating materials and situations through hands-on activities and will be encouraged to ask questions and communicate findings.  

Evaluation:


Students will be evaluated through observation.
