Kindergarten Course of Study

Bible
Text:  Christian Schools International “God’s Wonders”
Introduction: Students are introduced to the remarkable works of God on behalf of his people and stories of Jesus’ life, death, and ascension. 
Objectives: 

· The curriculum is designed to foster spiritual growth in students, equipping them to love God and other people.  

· Students are urged to accept God’s call to repentance, faith, and service. 

· Students are invited to believe that the Bible is God’s Word, to remember individual stories and the overall story of the Bible, and to understand basic themes running through it.  

· Students are given the opportunity to imaginatively respond to the stories, retell them, and to memorize significant portions of Scripture.  

· Students are introduced to the literary, cultural, geographical, historical, and linguistic dimensions of the Bible.  

· This will be taught at least 30 minutes each day Monday through Friday.
Course Syllabus: 
First Semester-
Unit One: Little Children Come to Jesus
Coming to Jesus, Jesus Loves Us
Focus: Jesus’ welcome revealed a secure place for children in the kingdom.
Memory: Matthew 19:14a
Unit Two: A New World and a New Start
Creation, Sin, Noah, Review

Focus: God created a good world. Adam and Eve disobeyed God, yet God promised them a Savior.  God promised to never again destroy the world with a flood.  God keeps his promises.
Memory: Genesis 1:1, 31a; Genesis 8:22
Unit Three: The Patriarchs 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Review

Focus: God chose certain people to launch his plan of salvation.  God’s providential care is evident in the lives of his people.

Memory: Genesis 28:15a; Romans 8:28; James 2:23b, d
Unit Four: From Egypt to Canaan 

Moses, The Exodus, In the Desert, The First Battle, The Ten Commandments, The Golden Calf, The Tabernacle, Rebellion and Punishment, Review.

Focus: God cared for his chosen people and kept his promises to them.  In Egypt he showed his power through his mighty acts.  He gave his people the Ten Commandments so they would know how to live.

Memory: Exodus 15:2a; Psalm 100

Unit Ten: Thanksgiving 

Focus: Thankfulness is an appropriate and expected response to God’s goodness to us.

Memory: Psalm 100

Unit Eleven: Christmas 

Surprises, To Bethlehem, Worshippers, Herod’s Orders, Review

Focus: Jesus is the Son of God, the Promised One of Israel’s story. We should respond to the story of his birth with joy, hope, love and peace.

Memory: Isaiah 9:6; Luke 2:7
Second Semester:
Unit Five: Israel in Canaan: Before the Kings 

Joshua, Gideon, Samson, Samuel, The Capture of the Ark, The Request for a King, Review.

Focus: God kept his promise to the Israelites by giving them the land of Canaan. God chose and equipped people to lead the Israelites.  God was patient with is disobedient people.

Memory: Joshua 1:8-9; Joshua 24:15b; Philippians 4:13 
Unit Six: Kings and Prophets

Saul, David, The Psalms, Solomon, Elijah, Elisha, Jonah, Review.

Focus: Saul, David, and Solomon were Israel’s first kings.  God promised David a kingdom that would last forever. God showed his mercy and power to the prophets Elijah, Elisha, and Jonah.

Memory: Psalm 23
Unit Seven: The Exile and Return

A Sad Time, Daniel, Return and the Rebuilding, Esther

Focus: Because of their disobedience, the Israelites were exiled from their land, but God continued to care for them.  He kept his promise to Abraham’s line by allowing the return of the remnant to Judah.

Memory: Daniel 6:26b-27
Unit Eight: Jesus on Earth

Jesus and His Disciples, Jesus’ Miracles, Review

Focus: Jesus’ miracles show us that he is truly God and has power over all things.

Memory: Luke 7:22b
Unit Nine: Parables of Jesus

The Good Samaritan, A Friend at Midnight, The Great Banquet, The Lost Sheep and Coin, The Lost Son, The Pharisee and the Tax Collector, Review

Focus: Jesus’ parables taught that love prevails in God’s kingdom, that God will hear and answer us when we pray, that God rejoices when sinners ask for forgiveness, and that entrance to the kingdom requires repentance.

Memory: Matthew 6:33; Matthew 7:7

Unit Twelve: Jesus’ Death and Resurrection

Palm Sunday, Passover, The Last Supper, Gethsemane, Peter’s Denial, The Crucifixion, The Resurrection, Review

Focus: Jesus suffered and died for his people’s sins, and then rose from the dead.  He is Lord today.

Memory: Matthew 28:5a; John 3:16
Unit Thirteen: Ascension and Pentecost

Ascension and Pentecost

Focus: Jesus ascended to the Father. The Holy Spirit was poured out on Pentecost and is active today.

Memory: John 14:1
Evaluation:
· Projects

· Discussion/Observation
Methods: At the heart of every lesson is a passage of Scripture.  The teacher reads or tells the story to the class.  The presentation of stories is chronological in order to emphasize the relationship between individual stories and the overall story of the Bible.  
Materials:  For this course, each student has an activity book that includes many multi-sensory follow-up activities to encourage students to remember and retell the stories.   Teachers also use flip charts and picture cards with poster-sized pictures to help tell the stories.
