Sixth Grade Course of Study

Reading and Language Arts
Text: Macmillian-McGraw Hill Reading: Treasures Series

Introduction: To help students develop a deep understanding in reading comprehension, spelling/vocabulary, grammar, listening, and writing skills by providing students with whole group and small group instruction and activities.  This curriculum integrates content areas into the Reading instruction as well. This will be taught for at least 90 minutes each day Monday through Friday for the entire school year.  

SAT Objectives:

1. Reading Vocabulary


I. Synonyms


II. Multiple Meaning Words


III. Context Clues

2. Reading Comprehension

I. Literary



A. Initial Understanding

a. Determine explicit detail
b. Determine explicit sequence or action

B. Interpretation

a. Compare details from text

b. Determine implicit main idea or theme

c. Draw conclusions from details

d. Interpret character traits, behavior, or motivation

e. Make predictions based on text

C. Critical Analysis

a. Discern literary devices

b. Interpret figurative language

D. Strategies

a. Select an appropriate reading strategy in a given situation

b. Set a purpose for reading

c. Apply text structure to reading task

d. Determine unknown words from context

II. Informational


A. Initial Understanding

a. Determine explicit causes or effects of events

b. Determine explicit supporting details

B. Interpretation

a. Categorize, classify, compare, contrast elements of text

b. Determine implicit main idea or theme

c. Determine important and less important information

d. Form hypothesis from ideas in text

C. Critical Analysis

a. Analyze author’s tone

b. Analyze text elements and structure

c. Distinguish fact from opinion

d. Determine likely source of text

D. Strategies

a. Determine unknown words from context

b. Select an appropriate reading strategy in a given situation 

III. Functional


A. Initial Understanding

a. Determine explicit detail
B. Interpretation

a. Categorize, classify, compare, contrast details

b. Determine implicit main idea or theme

c. Draw conclusion based on text

d. Generalize beyond text

C. Critical Analysis

a. Analyze author’s purpose, assumptions, or viewpoint

b. Determine sufficiency of information in text

c. Distinguish fact from opinion

D. Strategies

a. Determine unknown words from context

b. Determine if needed information is within text

c. Select appropriate strategy in a situation

5. Spelling


I. Homophones

a. Identify incorrect spelling of common homophones in context

II. Phonetic principles

a. Apply phonetic principles to recognize incorrect spelling of phonemes within words

III. Structural principles

a. Identify misspelled words in which the incorrect spelling reflects errors in applying structural principles

IV. No Mistake

a. Recognize correctly spelled words

6. Language


I. Language Mechanics



A. Capitalization

a. Distinguish correct capitalization

B. Usage

b. Identify correctly applied grammar

C. Punctuation

c. Distinguish correct punctuation

II. Language Expression


A. Sentence Structure

a. Distinguish between clearly written sentences and sentences that contain errors in expression or construction

b. Identify correctly and effectively written sentences

B. Prewriting

a. Determine appropriate order of supporting details

b. Determine topic relevance

c. Discern purpose for writing

d. Organize information

C. Content and Organization

a. Combine sentences correctly

b. Determine appropriate supporting sentence

c. Determine appropriate topic sentence
d. Determine correct order of sentences

e. Determine extraneous information

f. Identify precise language

9. Listening


I. Vocabulary
a. Identify meanings of spoken words from a variety of subject areas and other sources

II. Literary Comprehension


A. Initial Understanding

a. Determine explicit supporting details

B. Interpretation

a. Determine implicit details, plot, sequence, action

b. Draw conclusions from details

c. Extend meaning beyond text

d. Make predictions

C. Analysis

a. Evaluate sufficiency or consistency of information

b. Identify, differentiate, or analyze characteristics of genre

c. Recognize fact and opinion

D. Strategies

a. Select an appropriate strategy for a given situation

III. Informational Comprehension


A.  Initial Understanding

a. Determine explicit supporting details

B. Interpretation

a. Determine implicit details, plot, sequence, or action

b. Extract implicit main idea or theme

C. Analysis

a. Analyze author’s purpose or viewpoint

b. Determine likely source of information

c. Recognize fact and opinion

D. Strategies

a. Determine unknown words from context

IV. Functional Comprehension


A. Initial Understanding

a. Determine explicit explanation or cause

b. Determine explicit sequence or action

c. Determine explicit supporting details

B. Interpretation

a. Determine implicit details, plot, sequence, or action

b. Extract implicit main idea or theme

c. Make generalizations beyond text

C. Strategies

a. Determine if needed information is in text

10. Comprehensive Language/ Writing


I. Prewriting


A. Prewriting Strategies

a. Determine topic relevance
b. Organize information

B. Strategies of Developing a Topic

a. Determine topic relevance

b. Discern purpose for writing

c. Organize information

C. Referencing

a. Identify the correct use of general reference materials

b. Interpret dictionary entries

c. Use part of a book to locate information
II. Composing


A. Revision

a. Combine sentences correctly

b. Distinguish between clearly written sentences and sentences that contain errors in expression or construction

c. Identify correctly and effectively written sentences

B. Content Organization

a. Determine an appropriate supporting sentence

b. Determine appropriate topic sentence
c. Determine extraneous information

III. Editing


A. Capitalization

a. Distinguish correct capitalization

B. Punctuation

a. Distinguish correct punctuation

C. Usage

a. Identify correctly applied grammar

Course Syllabus: 
First Semester-

Unit 1: Take Action
Reading Comprehension

· Character, Setting, Plot

· Main Idea and Details

· Cause and Effect

Vocabulary Strategies
· Dictionary

· Mutliple-Meaning Words

· Word Parts

· Compound Words

· Context Clues

· Definitions

· Restatement

· Analogy: Antonyms

Text Features/Study Skills/Literary Elements
· Photos and Captions

· Textbook

· Media Center

· Time Line

· Alliteration and Imagery

Grammar

· Sentences

Writing

· Personal Narrative

Faith Infusion

· Having faith in difficult times
· Trust in Christ

· The wonder of God’s creation

· Study of the famine- Old Testament

Unit 2: Saving the Day
Reading Comprehension

· Making Inferences

· Make Generalizations

· Problem and Solution

· Sequence of Events

Vocabulary Strategies
· Word Parts

· Inflectional Endings

· Thesaurus/Dictionary

· Synonyms

· Pronunciation Key

· Idioms

· Context Clues

Text Features/Study Skills/Literacy Elements

· Chart and Almanac

· Graphs

· Using the Internet

· Moral and Hyperbole

· Symbolism and Metaphor

Grammar

· Nouns

Writing

· Persuasive

Faith Infusion
· Using the talents God gives us

· Being humble

· The Golden Rule

· God’s creation
Unit 3: Great Ideas
Reading Comprehension

· Character, Setting, and Plot
· Draw Conclusions

· Cause and Effect

· Summarize

Vocabulary Strategies
· Word Parts
· Base Words

· Prefixes

· Dictionary: Word Origins

· Context Clues

· Analogy: Synonyms

Text Features/Study Skills/Literary Elements
· Maps
· Question and Answer Format

· Study Strategies

· Meter and Consonance

· Tables

Grammar

· Verbs

Writing

· Fictional Narrative 

Faith Infusion

· Trusting God in all situations

· Biblical view of wealth

· Using our talents to glorify God

· Honesty

Second Semester
Unit 4: Achievements
Reading Comprehension

· Evaluate Author’s Purpose
· Evaluate Fact and Opinion

· Compare and Contrast

· Identify Fact and Opinion

· Evaluate Author’s Purpose

Vocabulary Strategies
· Context Clues
· Synonyms

· Word Parts: Suffixes

· Dictionary: Homographs

· Analogy: Relationships

· Homophones

Text Features/Study Skills/ Literary Elements
· Diagrams and Labels

· Hyperbole and Dialogue

· Parts of a Book

· Assonance and Onomatopoeia

· Type Faces

Grammar

· Pronouns
Writing

· Expository

Faith Infusion
· Overcoming difficult situations

· Faith

· Perseverance

· Hope

· Living a life that displays God/Christ
Unit 5: Turning Points
Reading Comprehension

· Author’s Purpose
· Compare and Contrast

· Techniques of Persuasion

· Making Judgments

· Summarizing
Vocabulary Strategies

· Word Parts: Word Families
· Latin Roots

· Greek Roots

· Thesaurus/Dictionary: Antonyms

· Context Clues: Examples

Text Features/Study Skills/Literary Elements
· Schedules
· Moral and Personification

· Dictionary/Thesaurus

· Photos and Captions

· Rhyme, Simile, and Repetition

Grammar

· Adjectives

Writing
· Descriptive/Compare and Contrast

Faith Infusion
· Judgment of Others
· Love as Christ loves us
· Compassion for others
· Service
Unit 6: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow
Reading Comprehension

· Making Generalizations
· Sequence of Events

· Problem and Solution

· Text Structure

· Description

· Analyzing Theme
Vocabulary Strategies

· Greek Roots

· Latin Roots

· Latin/Greek Word Parts

· Thesaurus/Dictionary: Synonyms

· Multiple-Meaning Words

Text Features/Study Skills/Literary Elements
· Primary Source
· Hyperlink and Keyword

· Functional Documents

· Rhyme Schemes

· Rhythmic Patterns

· Personification

· Graphic Aids

Grammar

· Adverbs
Writing

· Explanatory

Faith Infusion
· Legacy of Christ in our lives
· God’s creation
· Trust
· God’s plan for our future
Chapter Books: Along with the previous skills, chapter books will be integrated into the Reading instruction.
First Semester:

· Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry

· My Side of the Mountain

· Search for Delicious

· Freak the Mighty

· On the Far Side of the Mountain

· Afternoon of the Elves

Second Semester:

· Incredible Journey

· Blue Willow

· The Larpfish of Twill

· The Children’s Homer

· The Boy with Paper Wings

· Charlie and the Glass Elevator

Methods: This course incorporates a variety of guided and whole group instruction including cooperative learning games, read alouds, shared reading and writing, journals, chapter books and trade books. The students also will be doing themed book reports and projects.   Also, the students will be involved in Literacy Stations involving activities in all subject areas.
Materials:  This course uses a variety of materials included with the Treasures Curriculum such as trade books, activity sheets, listening activities, and the Reading textbook.
