Sixth Grade Course of Study

Bible 
Text:  Christian Schools International “The House of Israel”
Introduction: Student study Old Testament stories from creation through the patriarchs, the conquest of Canaan, the judges, and the kingdom of David and Solomon. 
Objectives: 

· The curriculum is designed to foster spiritual growth in students, equipping them to love God and other people.  

· Students are urged to accept God’s call to repentance, faith, and service. 

· Students are invited to believe that the Bible is God’s Word, to remember individual stories and the overall story of the Bible, and to understand basic themes running through it.  

· Students are given the opportunity to imaginatively respond to the stories, retell them, and to memorize significant portions of Scripture.  

· Students are introduced to the literary, cultural, geographical, historical, and linguistic dimensions of the Bible.  

· This will be taught 45 minutes each day Monday through Friday.
Course Syllabus: 
First Semester-
Unit One: The Bible: God’s Story
The Bible, Old Testament story, New Testament story, God’s faithfulness
Focus: The Bible is the story of God’s faithfulness to his people
Unit Two: The Setting of God’s Story
God’s story, Bible languages, Books of the Bible and their categories, The land of Israel, Timeline

Focus: God inspired the Bible, a compilation of 66 books written in Hebrew and Greek, so that we could know him through his words and actions, believe in him, and live according to his will.
Memory: 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Names and categories of books of the Bible
Unit Three: Stories of the Ancient World
Creation, The Fall, Cain and Abel, The flood, The tower of Babel
Focus: God creates a good world for humans to live in.  They sin and their sin multiplies until God wipes out the world with a flood, saving only Noah’s family and the animals.  After the flood, sin again multiplies.
Memory: Psalm 105:1-7
Unit Four: The Patriarchs
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph
Focus: God makes a covenant with the patriarchs, promising to give them Canaan as a homeland, make them a large nation, make them a blessing to all nations, and be their God.  They sometimes rely on their own wits instead of on God, who lets them suffer the consequences of their actions but intervenes to protect his chosen family.
Memory: Psalm 105:8-13, 16-22
Unit Five: From Slavery to a Covenant
Moses, God verses Egyptian gods, The exodus and the Red Sea, Journey to Sinai, The law and the covenant, The tabernacle, Priests, Sacrifices, Feasts, Living the law, The golden calf.
Focus: God chooses Moses to lead his people out of slavery in Egypt to Mount Sinai, where he makes a covenant with them and gives them laws and means to worship him.
Memory: Hebrews 11:24-29; Ten Commandments
Second Semester
Unit Six:  The Journey to Canaan
Rebellion, Rejecting Canaan, Wandering, Approach to Canaan, Covenant renewal, Death of Moses
Focus: The Israelites disobey and rebel against God at almost every opportunity.  Consequently they must wander in the wilderness until they die.  Moses leads the people to Canaan’s border, where God renews the covenant.
Memory: Psalm 106:14-18, 28-29,44-45
Unit Seven: The Conquest
Joshua takes over, Crossing of the Jordan, Jericho and Ai, Gibeon, Joshua’s military strategy, Dividing the land, Cities of refuge, Covenant renewal
Focus:  Joshua leads the people in a conquest of Canaan marred by Achan’s sin and the Gibeonite deception.  Because the Israelites trust God, they defeat their enemies and receive their promised inheritance in Canaan.
Memory: Deuteronomy 31:7-8; Joshua 24:14-15
Unit Eight: The Judges and Ruth
Falling away, Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah, Jael, Gideon, Jephthah, Samson, Israel’s corruption, Ruth
Focus:  Israel is caught in a cycle of sin, repentance, deliverance through the judges, and peace.  The story of Ruth contrasts with the corrupt time of the judges.
Memory: Psalm 106: 34-36, 40-45. Ruth 1:16-17
Unit Nine: Israel’s Early Monarch

Samuel, Saul, Young David, David the fugitive, Saul’s death

Focus:  Samuel renews Israel spiritually to prepare for Saul as nagid.  When Saul disobeys God, the kingship is given t o David.

Memory: 1 Samuel 2:8b-10a, 12:23-24; Psalm 59:16-17

Unit Ten: Under David and Solomon

David becomes king, David the king, David’s sin, David’s sons, David’s last years, Psalms, Solomon becomes king, Solomon’s reign, Proverbs, The temple

Focus:  David, God’s nagid, establishes Israel as a nation, but his sin with Bathsheba leads to division and violence in his household and the nation.  His son Solomon, who enjoys wisdom and prosperity, builds God’s temple.

Memory: Psalm 51:1-11, 98:4-9

Unit Eleven: Archeology
Archaeology defined, Basic process, Artifacts, Structures and the Bible

Focus:  Archaeology helps us understand and imagine what life was like in Bible times.

Evaluation:

· Tests/Quizzes

· Projects

· Discussion/Observation
Methods: At the heart of every lesson is a passage of Scripture.  Students use the Bible as their primary resource and are presented with information about the use of Bible resources and are led to develop good habits of Bible study. The students work on a variety of projects that help them understand and imaginatively experience the context in which the Bible stories happened. The presentation of stories is chronological in order to emphasize the relationship between individual stories and the overall story of the Bible.  

Materials:  For this course, each student has a textbook that provides information and questions that structure their study of the Word, an activity book that includes a wide variety and large number of activities, memory work cards, and detailed, illustrated Bible dictionary. 
