Fifth Grade Course of Study

Bible 

Text:  Christian Schools International “Witnesses to the Gospel”
Introduction: Students learn to understand the various writings in the Bible.  The lessons examine the Gospels, the New Testament letters, and the book of Revelation. 
Objectives: 

· The curriculum is designed to foster spiritual growth in students, equipping them to love God and other people.  

· Students are urged to accept God’s call to repentance, faith, and service. 

· Students are invited to believe that the Bible is God’s Word, to remember individual stories and the overall story of the Bible, and to understand basic themes running through it.  

· Students are given the opportunity to imaginatively respond to the stories, retell them, and to memorize significant portions of Scripture.  

· Students are introduced to the literary, cultural, geographical, historical, and linguistic dimensions of the Bible.  

· This will be taught at least 30 minutes each day Monday through Friday.
Course Syllabus: 
First Semester-
Unit One: Writings in the Pentateuch and Books of History
The story of the Bible, Writing the Pentateuch, Characters and narratives from the Pentateuch, Other types of writing in the Pentateuch, Stories about conquest: the fall of Jericho, Stories about judges: Gideon, Stories about kings: Saul, Other types of writing in the books of history, Unit review
Focus: Writers and scribes played a key role in writing down the biblical story through the genres of narratives, lists, poems, and genealogies.  This story is also our story.
Memory: Psalm 78:1-4; Hebrews 11:1,6
Unit Two: Writings in the Books of Poetry
Introduction to biblical poetry, Psalms, Proverbs, Job
Focus: A variety of authors contributed to the books of poetry to declare God’s faithfulness and express the same emotions as we have today.
Memory: Psalm 8; Proverbs 1:7
Unit Three: The Prophetic Writings
Role of prophets, Amos, Isaiah, Portraits of the Messiah
Focus: The prophets of Israel and Judah were God’s messengers to his people. Some prophecies were fulfilled immediately, others were fulfilled with Christ, and some have yet to be fulfilled.
Memory: Amos 5:14,24; Isaiah 53:1-7
Unit Four: Gospel Writings: Jesus’ Birth and Early Ministry
World into which Jesus came, Birth of John the Baptist, Announcement and Jesus’ birth, Jesus’ childhood and temple visits, John the Baptist ministry, Jesus’ baptism and temptation, John the Baptist’s death, Jesus chooses disciples, Jesus’ first miracle: Cana
Focus: The rule of the Greeks and Romans and the ministry of John the Baptist helped prepare the world for Jesus’ coming. Jesus came in fulfillment of the Old Testament to bring salvation to Jews and Gentiles.
Memory: John 1:1-14; Names of Jesus’ disciples.
Second Semester
Unit Five: Gospel Writings: Jesus’ Ministry
The writers of the gospels, The Gospel of Mark, The Gospel of Matthew, The Gospel of John, The Gospel of Luke.
Focus: The four Gospels outline Christ’s life and ministry and teach that Jesus came to save all sinners.  Salvation comes only to those who believe in Christ.
Memory: Matthew 5:1-12; John 3:16-21
Unit Six:  Gospel Writings: Jesus’ Death, Resurrection, and Ascension
Raising Lazarus, Bethany, Triumphal entry and temple cleansing, Teachings, Lord’s Supper, Gethsemane, Caiaphas, Trial, Crucifixion, Burial, Resurrection and appearances, Ascension
Focus: Jesus showed his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead and the Jewish leaders began plotting his death.  Many believed in Jesus and hailed him as their king on Palm Sunday, but he was condemned and was crucified on Good Friday.  Jesus rose for our salvation and made many appearances to his disciples and others before his ascension. 
Memory: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22; Matthew 28:18-20
Unit Seven: Luke writes about the Early Church
Matthias joins the eleven, Pentecost, The early church, Paul
Focus: The apostles spread the gospel as directed in the Great Commission. The early church suffered from quarrels, divisiveness, and persecution. The church grew and matured as a result of this persecution. Paul continued to spread the gospel to Jews and Gentiles on his missionary journeys.
Memory: Acts 2:1-4; Apostles’ Creed; Ephesians 6:13-17
Unit Eight: New Testament Letters and Books of Prophecy
Thessalonians, New Testament letters, 1 Corinthians 13, Passages from the New Testament letters, Revelation, Our God reigns
Focus:  The writers of the New Testament letters wrote to specific audiences.  Paul wrote many of these letters to instruct and encourage young churches.  The Book of Revelation is a symbolic picture of the whole story of the Bible.
Memory: 1 Corinthians 13
Evaluation:

· Tests/Quizzes

· Projects

· Discussion/Observation
Methods: At the heart of every lesson is a passage of Scripture.  The teacher reads or tells the story to the class.  Gradually the students take over more responsibility for reading the stories themselves. The students work on a variety of projects that help them understand and imaginatively experience the context in which the Bible stories happened. The presentation of stories is chronological in order to emphasize the relationship between individual stories and the overall story of the Bible.  

Materials:  For this course, each student has an activity book that includes a wide variety and large number of activities, memory work cards, and detailed, illustrated Bible dictionary.
