Fourth Grade Course of Study

Social Studies
Text:  
Alabama: It’s History and Geography


Heritage Studies for Christian Schools (BJU)



Teacher Created Units
Introduction: 
Fourth grade social studies may be divided into four categories: history (early US and Alabama from prehistoric Native Americans to current day), geography (US and Alabama), political science (government and citizenship), and economics. Throughout this course reading comprehension skills are utilized, writing skills practiced, research projects completed, patriotism and citizenship nurtured, facts memorized, and Christian concepts applied.
SAT Objectives:
9. Social Studies

I. History


A. Application of Knowledge and Comprehension

a. Analyze the significance of a historical U.S. figure

b. Identify the significance of a historical figure

c. Recognize innovations in communication

B. Organization, Summarization, and Interpretation of Information

d. Interpret a timeline

e. Evaluate a series of reasons for making a decision

f. Analyze how communities change over time

C. Determination of Cause and Effect

g. Compare the impact of technological innovations

h. Analyze ways historians learn about the past

i. Analyze settlement patterns in the U.S.

j. Analyze the process of immigration to the U.S.

II. Geography


A. Application of Knowledge and Comprehension

a. Recognize intermediate direction
b. Identify modes of transportation

B. Organizations, Summarization, and Interpretation of Information

c. Apply map skills

d. Draw a conclusion from a map

e. Interpret special purpose maps

f. Identify information from a chart

g. Analyze the effect of human interaction on the environment

h. Apply map skills to a special purpose map

C. Determination of Cause and Effect

i. Make a conclusion about human migration

j. Analyze the physical processes that effect Earth

III. Political Science


A. Application of Knowledge and Comprehension

a. Identify an authority figure

b. Understand responsibilities of a U.S. citizenship

c. Recognize a patriotic symbol

d. Recognize symbols of patriotic identity

B. Organization, Summarization, and Interpretation of Information

e. Draw a conclusion from a word web

f. Understand the relationship between the individual and the world

C. Determination of Cause and Effect

g. Draw a conclusion about following rules

h. Analyze methods of resolving conflict

i. Evaluate the need for rules and laws

j. Analyze the need for rules and laws

IV. Economics


A. Application of Knowledge and Comprehension

· Identify goods and services

· Recognize a natural resource

· Identify the role of government on economy

· Recognize an economic concept

B. Organization, Summarization, and Interpretation of Information

· Distinguish between wants and needs

· Analyze a chart

· Interpret a graph

C. Determination of Cause and Effect

· Predict the effect of price on market

· Analyze reasons for saving money

· Evaluate the effect of price on demand 

Course Syllabus:
First Semester:
· Analyze ways historians learn about the past

· Analyze settlement patterns in the U.S.

· Analyze the process of immigration to the U.S.

· Recognize intermediate direction

· Identify modes of transportation

· Apply map skills

· Draw a conclusion from a map

· Interpret special purpose maps

· Identify information from a chart

· Analyze the effect of human interaction on the environment

· Make a conclusion about human migration

· Identify an authority figure

· Understand responsibilities of a U.S. citizenship

· Recognize a patriotic symbol

· Recognize symbols of patriotic identity

· Draw a conclusion from a word web

· Understand the relationship between the individual and the world

· Draw a conclusion about following rules

· Analyze methods of resolving conflict

· Evaluate the need for rules and laws

· Analyze the need for rules and laws

Second Semester:

· Analyze the significance of a historical U.S. figure

· Identify the significance of a historical figure

· Recognize innovations in communication

· Interpret a timeline

· Evaluate a series of reasons for making a decision

· Analyze how communities change over time

· Compare the impact of technological innovations

· Identify modes of transportation

· Apply map skills to a special purpose map

· Analyze the physical processes that effect Earth

· Draw a conclusion from a word web

· Understand the relationship between the individual and the world

· Draw a conclusion about following rules

· Analyze methods of resolving conflict

· Evaluate the need for rules and laws

· Analyze the need for rules and laws

· Identify goods and services

· Recognize a natural resource

· Identify the role of government on economy

· Recognize an economic concept

· Distinguish between wants and needs

· Analyze a chart

· Interpret a graph

· Predict the effect of price on market

· Analyze reasons for saving money

· Evaluate the effect of price on demand 

Evaluation:
· Tests/Quizzes

· Projects
· Daily Work

· Discussion/Observation

Methods:

Each unit’s instruction will be designed to meet students’ needs as determined by pre-assessment.  Short presentations will be followed by guided exploration.  Student comprehension of unit vocabulary and concepts as well as ability to apply the concepts will be evaluated and re-taught as needed before progressing to further units.

Materials:

· Maps

· Schoolhouse Rock

· Mailbox activities

· Evan Moor Centers

· Historical fiction chapter books

· Picture books

· Textbooks

· Worksheets

· Response notebook

· Alabama ABC notebook

Faith Infusion:
God has blessed and continues to bless America.  We will recognize His hand at work in the history of our country from the founding to our current election process.  We will discuss stewardship of His gifts as we study economics and citizenship.  We will recognize Him as the ultimate authority as we study government. 
