Fourth Grade Course of Study

Bible Curriculum

Text:  Christian Schools International “Record of God’s Nation”
Introduction: Students learn about the Bible as a book.  The lessons concentrate on the kings and prophets of Israel and Judah through the rebuilding of Jerusalem. 
Objectives: 

· The curriculum is designed to foster spiritual growth in students, equipping them to love God and other people.  

· Students are urged to accept God’s call to repentance, faith, and service. 

· Students are invited to believe that the Bible is God’s Word, to remember individual stories and the overall story of the Bible, and to understand basic themes running through it.  

· Students are given the opportunity to imaginatively respond to the stories, retell them, and to memorize significant portions of Scripture.  

· Students are introduced to the literary, cultural, geographical, historical, and linguistic dimensions of the Bible.  

· This will be taught at least 30 minutes each day Monday through Friday.
Course Syllabus: 
First Semester-
Unit One: The Bible as a Book
Oral Tradition, Development of Writing, Division and names of Old Testament books, Books of Genesis-Ruth
Focus: Writing developed over a long period of time, and the Bible was written over a long period of time.  The books of Genesis-Ruth tell the beginning of the story of God’s people and God’s plan for them.
Memory: Books of the Old Testament
Unit Two: Samuel and King Saul’s Reign
Samuel, Saul’s kingship, David anointed, David the outlaw, Saul’s death
Focus: The book of 1 Samuel focuses primarily on Samuel, Saul, and David.  Samuel oversaw Israel’s transition from theocracy to monarchy. God rejected Saul, Israel’s first king, and replaced him with David.
Memory: 1 Samuel 15:22; Psalm 27:1-3; Psalm 27:7-14
Unit Three: King David and King Solomon
David crowned, David’s early reign, David’s sin, Absalom’s rebellion, David’s last years, Solomon’s choice, Building the Temple, Solomon’s reign.
Focus: David loved and obeyed God.  He also sinned, and his sins brought consequences.  At the beginning of his reign Solomon followed God.  He asked wisdom and received wisdom and wealth.  His later apostasy, however, led to a split in the kingdom.
Memory: Psalm 24; Psalm 51:10-12; Proverbs 2:6-8
Unit Four: The Divided Kingdom: Israel
Jeroboam, Nadab-Omri, Elijah, Ahab, Ahaziah, Elisha, Jehu, Remaining kings, Destruction of Israel.
Focus: The kingdom of Israel split.  The tribe of Judah and part of the tribe of Benjamin remained loyal to David’s family.  Israel’s wicked kings led the people to break the covenant.  God sent prophets to draw the people back to him, but Israel kept sinning, and the Assyrians destroyed them.
Memory: 2 Kings 17:13-17, 22
Second Semester
Unit Five: The Rulers and Prophets of Judah
Rulers and prophets project, Rehoboam, Abijah, Asa, Jehoshaphat, Jehoram, Ahaziah, Athaliah, Joash, Joel, Amaziah, Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Isaiah, Micah, Hezekiah
Focus: Some of Judah’s rulers obeyed God and were blessed; others disobeyed and were cursed.  Although few of Judah’s rulers walked in God’s ways as David had done, God kept his covenant with Judah.
Memory: Isaiah 1:16b-20
Unit Six:  The Decline and Fall of Judah
Manasseh and Amon, Josiah, Zephaniah, Johohaz and Jehoiakim, Jeremiah, Zedekiah, The remnant
Focus: God sent prophets to warn Judah to turn from evil, and a few rulers brought spiritual revival, but other rulers led the people away from God.   God punished the people of Judah by sending them to exile in Babylon, but he promised that a remnant would one day return.
Memory: Jeremiah 17:7-10, 13-14; Jeremiah 25:30-31
Unit Seven: Daniel and Esther
Daniel, Esther
Focus: Daniel and Esther remained faithful to God during their trials, and he remained faithful to them.  God worked through Daniel and Esther to influence world powers and further his plan.
Memory: Daniel 6:25-27
Unit Eight: The Return
Return, Rebuilding the Temple, Reestablishing worship, Rebuilding the walls, Renewing the covenant
Focus:  As God had promised, a remnant of Judah returned to Jerusalem.   God worked in their hearts to reestablish worship and rebuild the walls and the temple.
Memory: Jeremiah 30:18-20, 22
Unit Nine: Remaining Books of the Bible
Old Testament books and divisions, New Testament books and divisions, History of the New Testament, Translation and versions of the New Testament, Bible book reports.
Focus: The Old Testament and New Testament books can be categorized into divisions. Each student will independently read and report on the book of Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, or Acts
Memory: Books and Divisions of the Old Testament, Books and Divisions of the New Testament, John 20:31
Evaluation:

· Tests/Quizzes

· Projects

· Discussion/Observation
Methods: At the heart of every lesson is a passage of Scripture.  The teacher reads or tells the story to the class.  Gradually the students take over more responsibility for reading the stories themselves. The students work on a variety of projects that help them understand and imaginatively experience the context in which the Bible stories happened. The presentation of stories is chronological in order to emphasize the relationship between individual stories and the overall story of the Bible.  

Materials:  For this course, each student has an activity book that includes a wide variety and large number of activities, memory work cards, and detailed, illustrated Bible dictionary. 
