Third Grade Course of Study

Social Studies
Text:  McGraw-Hill Communities Curriculum; various trade books relating to subject matter
Introduction: 
The purpose of this course is to present and teach for mastery the third grade level skills appropriate per the Alabama Course of Study and SAT 10 Objectives.  This curriculum integrates reading and writing to give the students a deeper understanding of the community around them.  This will be taught for a minimum of 30 minutes each day Monday through Friday.  
SAT Objectives:
9. Social Studies

I. History


A. Application of Knowledge and Comprehension

a. Analyze the significance of a historical U.S. figure

b. Recognize Native American contributions

c. Identify accomplishments of famous U.S. figures

d. Identify the meaning of a patriotic symbol

B. Organization, Summarization, and Interpretation of Information

e. Understand how communities change over time

f. Evaluate ways to preserve the past

g. Analyze changes caused by settlers

C. Determination of Cause and Effect

h. Evaluate the importance of national holidays

i. Analyze the effect of technology on production

j. Identify the action of a U.S. historical figure

II. Geography


A. Application of Knowledge and Comprehension

a. Analyze the need for different modes of transportation

b. Identify characteristics of an ecosystem

c. Recognize symbols on a map

d. Identify a cardinal direction

B. Organization, Summarization, and Interpretation of Information

e. Apply a cardinal direction

f. Analyze a map

g. Draw a conclusion

h. Interpret a map

C. Determination of Cause and Effect

i. Analyze the result of human interaction with the environment

III. Political Science


A. Application of Knowledge and Comprehension

a. Identify an authority figure

b. Understand responsibilities of a U.S. citizenship

c. Recognize a patriotic symbol

d. Recognize symbols of patriotic identity

B. Organization, Summarization, and Interpretation of Information

e. Draw a conclusion from a word web

f. Understand the relationship between the individual and the world

C. Determination of Cause and Effect

g. Draw a conclusion about following rules

h. Analyze methods of resolving conflict

i. Evaluate the need for rules and laws

j. Analyze the need for rules and laws

IV. Economics


A. Application of Knowledge and Comprehension

a. Identify goods and services

b. Recognize a natural resource

c. Identify the role of government on economy

d. Recognize an economic concept

B. Organization, Summarization, and Interpretation of Information

e. Distinguish between wants and needs

f. Analyze a chart

g. Interpret a graph

C. Determination of Cause and Effect

h. Predict the effect of price on market

i. Analyze reasons for saving money

j. Evaluate the effect of price on demand 

Course Syllabus:
First Semester:

· Analyze the need for different modes of transportation

· Identify characteristics of an ecosystem

· Recognize symbols on a map

· Identify a cardinal direction

· Apply a cardinal direction

· Analyze a map

· Draw a conclusion

· Interpret a map

· Analyze the result of human interaction with the environment

· Analyze the significance of a historical U.S. figure

· Recognize Native American contributions

· Identify accomplishments of famous U.S. figures

· Identify the meaning of a patriotic symbol

· Understand how communities change over time

· Evaluate ways to preserve the past

· Analyze changes caused by settlers

· Evaluate the importance of national holidays

· Analyze the effect of technology on production

· Identify the action of a U.S. historical figure

Second Semester:

· Identify an authority figure

· Understand responsibilities of a U.S. citizenship

· Recognize a patriotic symbol

· Recognize symbols of patriotic identity

· Draw a conclusion from a word web

· Understand the relationship between the individual and the world

· Draw a conclusion about following rules

· Analyze methods of resolving conflict

· Evaluate the need for rules and laws

· Analyze the need for rules and laws

· Identify goods and services

· Recognize a natural resource

· Identify the role of government on economy

· Recognize an economic concept

· Distinguish between wants and needs

· Analyze a chart

· Interpret a graph

· Predict the effect of price on market

· Analyze reasons for saving money

· Evaluate the effect of price on demand 

Evaluation:

· Observation
· Formative and Performance Assessment
· Discussion
· Projects
· Writing Activities
· Written Tests
Materials:

This course will use the McGraw Hill curriculum and student texts. Also used will be teacher made activities, word walls, literacy stations, computer technology, visual aides and posters, and trade books.  Teachers will also plan field trips to enhance student learning.

Methods:
This course will incorporate differentiated instruction throughout the year combining whole group, small group and cooperative learning groups.  Technology will also be integrated.  The classroom is a student centered learning environment allowing for active and engaging activities.
